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Assemblymembers Senators

Improve Access to Affordable
Prescription Drugs

The excessive prices charged by drug companies and the
impact of those prices on New York's ability to operate
public drug coverage programs like Medicaid and EPIC is a
concern to many low income New Yorkers and those on a
fixed income. New York needs a bulk-buying program for
prescription drugs in all of our publicly funded health care
programs. Studies show that our state could save billions
of dollars each year through such an initiative. New York
should create mechanisms that allow private employers
and self-insured plans to take advantage of these lower
priced drugs, and should ensure New York's commitment to
promoting access to affordable drug coverage by removing
EPIC's exclusion of non-elderly individuals with disabilities.

Expand Enrollment in New
York's Comprehensive Public

Insurance Programs

This year's expansion of Child Health Plus for New York's
children is an important step towards improving access to
comprehensive public health insurance programs, coupled
with the administration's continuing efforts to simplify
enrollment in these programs. New York should also
expand Family Health Plus to cover all adults with family
incomes less than 250% FPL and allow higher income
adults to buy-in on a sliding payment scale, extend Child
Health Plus B to young adults through age 21, and allow
young adults who earn too much to qualify for coverage to
buy-in to coverage by paying the full premium. New York
lawmakers should oppose efforts to expand access to
Healthy New York, which provides inadequate insurance
coverage.

Scoring:
No actions taken on legislation: needs
improvement

1-4 actions taken on legislation: making progress

5-8 actions taken on legislation: working hard

Actions defined as:
Sponsored or co-sponsored legislation, voted correctly in
committee or from the floor, wrote a letter of support to
leadership, wrote a letter to the editor, attended our 2008
legislative reception, attended a community meeting or
forum, signed on to HCFANY's statement of principles, or
participated in a media activity.

Reinstate Rate Hearings in the
Private Insurance Market

The number of New Yorkers without employer-sponsored
health insurance is rising, and premiums for those with
insurance are jumping by double digits each year. Before
2000, New York's State Insurance Department (SID) had
the power to deny rate increase requests of 10% or more
by health insurers and conducted public hearings on
requests. The state law has since expired, and while
health insurers still have to file their rates with SID today,
they no longer need prior approval to raise rates. New
York should reinstate the requirement that insurers get
SID approval if they intend to raise rates for individual and
small group health insurance by more than 5%, mandate
public hearings for rate increases of more than 5%, and
oppose measures that would allow plans to raise
premiums more easily and with less oversight.
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Promote Efforts to Provide
Quality, Affordable Health
Care for all New Yorkers

We now have a tremendous opportunity to not only
make sure that New York follows through with a health
reform initiative, but that any plan set forth reflects the
needs of all New Yorkers. With this in mind, Health Care
For All New York has united around “10 Standards for
Affordable, Quality Health Care for All” that will serve as
the basis for promoting and evaluating various health
care reform proposals. With our faltering economy, it is
important to ensure that health care reform does not get
lost in forthcoming spending cuts, nor compromised in
quality. Now, more than ever, New Yorkers need quality,
affordable health care they can rely on and trust.



AbouttheWesternNewYorkHealthCareCampaign(WNYHCC)

TheWNYHCCisacoalitionoforganizationsdedicatedtofindingasolutiontothe
crisisinhealthcareaccess,qualityandaffordability.Weengageineducational
programs,communityaction,andgrassrootslobbyingcampaignstobringabouta
universalhealthcaresystemwherebyeveryone--nomattertheiroccupation,income
level,orstatus--hasaccesstoqualityaffordablehealthcare.

ThisyeartheWNYHCCbecameamemberofHealthCareForAllNewYork
(HCFANY),anewstatewidecoalitiondedicatedtowinningaffordable,
comprehensive,andhigh-qualityhealthcareforallresidentsofNewYorkby2010.
InApril,weteamedupwithHCFANYtohostourannuallegislativereception.Atthis
eventwehighlightedsomeimportantincrementalstepsthatcouldhavebeentaken
thislegislativesessiontoimproveaccesstocareforNewYorkers,andintroduced
lawmakerstoHCFANYanditsprinciplesforlong-rangesolutionstoourstateand
nationalhealthcarecrisis.Wewouldliketoacknowledgethosemembersofthe
WNYdelegationwhoattendedthisyear'slegislativereception:Senators
StachowskiandThompson,andAssemblyMembersHoytandSchroeder.

TheWNYHCCisaresourceforelectedofficialsatalllevelsofgovernmentworking
toimproveournation'shealthcaresystem,andtomembersofthepubliclookingto
engageinthatdebate.Inthespiritofcontinuingthedialogueonthisimportant
issue,wehavecreatedthis2008LegislativeReportCardonHealthCare.
Additionalcopiescanbeobtainedthroughourwebsiteat:

www.wnyhcc.org.
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